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Issue 4418, November 2015 
 

Next club meeting: November 23rd, 2015, 7:00 pm, Spring Creek Barbeque Hwy 80 and 
Las Vegas Trail 

 

Presidents Corner: by Tom Blakeney 
 
Greetings, fellow Thunderbirds 
 
First up: the Thunderbird Christmas party! Make sure to 
mark your calendar for December 5th. We are gathering at 
Angelo's BBQ as they have a larger room for our party and 
allow us to sit together in the same room. The plan is to 
start arriving and eating around 6pm and the festivities 
will start around 7pm. 

Angleo’s BBQ 
2533 White Settlement Rd, Fort Worth, TX 76107 
(817) 332-0357 

 
At the October meeting, the Thunderbirds had something 
happen for the first time in recorded history: we could not 
secure a nomination for club President. A call was put out 
for volunteers that were not at the meeting and we were 
able to secure a great candidate who is willing to run. I 
want to thank James Meadows for stepping up and 
agreeing to run. I believe he will serve the club extremely 
well as president. 
 
Had a great time at the Winter Float Fly today. Fourteen 
flyers braved low temps, chances of rain, gusty wind and 
came out to fly. The rain never arrived and we flew until 
about 1pm. The Thunderbird Grill and crew made the trip 
to Camp Joy Park and served everyone some great 
burgers. 
 

Awards were as follows: 
  
Best Military scale and Contest Directors Choice: Bob 
Mueller and his magnificent Martin PBM 
 
Best Civilian scale: Keith Sparks and his new Grumman 
Albatross. 
 

Best Sport Model: Richard Ng and his highly modified 
HobbyKing Skipper XL. 
 
Best Crash: Ken Knotts and his Seamaster. (Not Kens fault. 
He made a landing in some reeds on the shoreline and 
found a well hidden concrete culvert that put some major 
hurt on his model.) 
 
I was lucky enough to win the big raffle prize at the Winter 
Float Fly, a BnF Parkzone Sport Cub with floats. After 
thinking about it and the current very overcrowded state of 
my hangar, I have decided to donate it to the Christmas 
party raffle, so everyone there will have another chance to 
win it! 
 
Sadly, I made a tough call and cancelled the Texas Electric 
eXpo last weekend. The weather was very marginal and we 
had very few folks there at 830 in the morning. 
Interestingly, we had about 15-20 flyers show up eventually 
and we ended up having a small unofficial fly in. I hope we 
have better luck next year! 
 
Planning has officially started for SAE Aero Design on 
March 11-13, 2016. We will start volunteer sign up at the 
Nov meeting. I want to put out a special request for as 
many Thunderbirds to volunteer as possible. This is a huge 
and labor intensive event and it brings significant income 
to the club. We need your help! Gerry Stanford and Ken 
Knotts are the clubs event managers for Aero Design. I am 
the Event Director for Lockheed Martin and SAE. 
 
As the year draws to a close, I want to thank everyone for 
their help and support this past year while I served as 
president. I do hope to serve the club again in the future 
when work and personal obligations will allow me to do so.

Vice Presidents Corner: by Verne ‘Sarge’ Bell 
No report this month. 
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October Meeting Minutes; by Tab Bowland 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM by President Tom 
Blakeney welcomed all members and guests. 
 
SHOW and TELL: 
 
Ken Knotts: Tower hobbies 60 Kaos ARF.  Ken made this 
plane an electric and reported that it built very easy. 
 
Joe Joplin: Joe showed a wing from a design from 1938. 
The wing was from a Comet Clipper and was hand built. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Vice President: Verne Bell - No Report 
 
Treasurer: Chris Berardi - Chris reported to the club that 
we are in good financial shape and the club membership is 
continuing to grow. 
 
Secretary: Tab Bowland - Thank you to the club and to 
those members who helped with the minutes during my 
absence. 
 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells -As a reminder please respect the 
props on the electric multi rotor quads and drones. It is 
also good to have a throttle cut programmed into your 
radio for electric aircraft. 
 
Field: Ken Knotts - Field is looking good and recovering 
from the late spring floods. 
 
President: Tom Blakeney - Tom is following up with AMA 
on the disaster relief fund application that was submitted 
by the club for financial help from the spring flood.  
 
OFFCER NOMINATIONS: The following people have 
been nominated for club officers for 2016 
 
Secretary: Bill Lake. Bill accepted the nomination and the 
nomination received a second. 
 
Vice President: Gary Cummings. Gary accepted the 
nomination and the nomination received a second. 
 
President: There was no nomination at this time. 
 

Thunderbird of the Year:  Steve Ehlers. Nomination 
received a second. 
 
The following 2 officer position will remain the same for 
2016 - Treasurer and Safety Officer. 
 
A motion was made to close nominations by JC and was 
seconded by Gary Nelson. 
 
UP COMING EVENTS: 
 
November 7th  Texas Electric Fly-in 
November 15th ( Sunday) Winter Float fly 
November 21st  Pylon Race 
November 28th  Toys for Tots 
December 5th  Thunderbird Christmas 
Party at Angelo’s BBQ in Fort Worth. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Removal of trees and underbrush: Still speaking to the Corp 
about this. More details to follow when available. 
Investigate as to when to install the approved sprinkler 
system for the field. ( Most likely in the spring of 2016 ) 
Historical Plaque still going as planned. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A special thank you to Grant Schroeder for the nice article 
in last month’s newsletter. If you have articles or inputs for 
the newsletter, please pass it on to Woody. 
 
It was brought to the clubs attention that on December 5th 
Fort Worth cameras was going to host a demonstration 
with quad copters using cameras. It was mentioned that 
maybe the club send a couple of representatives to this 
event to inform the potential buyers of this product, the 
safety and training when handling these quad copters.   
 
A request was made by Rex M and Matt Jackson to host an 
IMAC event next year on October 29-30th at Thunderbird 
field. There was a motion and a second for this event. 
Motion Passed. 
As a reminder if you have an ongoing event for 2016, please 
get it the newsletter editor and webmaster for posting 

 

RAFFLE: 
1 gallon fuel – Mark Ehlers  x-acto tool – Dennis Niles  Fuel tubing – Chris B 
5 min epoxy – Dennis Niles  X-acto Knife – Tom B  Foam cure glue – Gerry Stanford 
CA glue – Gerry Stanford  CA glue – Grant S  CA glue – Mel Wells 
CA glue – Joe Joplin   X-acto cutting mat – Kip Niles 15 size trainer aircraft – Verne Bell 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:20PM 
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Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

 

 

 

 
Voting will be held in the coming weeks for new officers. 
We will be doing this electronically again this year. The 
benefits are security, privacy, efficacy and it’s a lot more 
fun than licking a stamp and mailing out nearly 200 
envelopes (cheaper too). 
 
Following on the heels of that, I’ll be doing a survey of 
members past and present. Although this will give us a 
snapshot in time, the real value is if we can obtain 
feedback for a few years to help guide the club in 
upcoming endeavors. For example, is our membership 
really getting older? Is there interest in other specialist 
areas such as soaring or control line? What do you, the 
member, really want to do with the field or with your 
dues? I’m designing the questions so that they have value 
both now and in the future, while at the same time trying 
to collect interesting factoids about who we are as a 
group.  

The survey will be conducted in a manner similar to the 
voting. You will receive an email and a link to both that 
will permit you access to complete the forms. Unless you 
choose to, no personal information is being requested 
that would identify you. I hope you see the value in both 
requests. 
 

Membership 
 

Can you believe that it has been nearly a year? No doubt 
you have already received your Academy of Model 
Aeronautics (AMA) renewal and voting form in the mail; 
did you renew early enough not to pay the new dues? 
Fortunately, our club dues for the year remain the same. 
Below is a brief summary from the membership article I 
wrote in the March issue - it covers the three main 
membership types. If you have any questions about what 
membership is right for you, drop me a line. 

 

Membership Dues AMA Reqd. Voting Flying Gate Key 

Individual $100 Y Y Y Y 

Family $110 Y Y Y Y 

Associate $50 N* Y N Y 

  

You can renew your Thunderbirds’ membership at the 
November club meeting, Christmas party, mail, or on our 
New Year’s Day breakfast. 
 
With respect to keys: A large number for 2014 have not 
been returned. I have followed up with members who did 
not return them and there has been a fair response. But 
still, about 50% of keys were not returned at a cost of $3.50 
each! To furnish new padlocks (2 ea) and keys is on the 
order of $700.  

Not an insignificant amount of money, yet if we are to 
preserve some measure of security and encourage 
membership, we may have no choice but to spend this 
money. I had thought of a combination padlock, but many 
have said that the combination code would be much easier 
than a key to replicate and a nuisance to update frequently.  
I’ll review the situation with the club in a week or two and 
decide prior to the Christmas party how to handle the 
situation. 
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Texas Electric Fly-in 
 

 

 

 
 

Training 
 
Andrew Solo flew his new trainer Thursday and did a great 
job. He is a very good pilot and a great kid. Thanks Gerry 
for donating it to Andrew. The pictures were taken by 
Andrew’s dad Clint. 
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SAFETY CORNER 
 

Some recent observations at the field worth mentioning: 
 

It was noted by one of our club officers that a fairly new pilot was flying a powered glider in the helicopter/small electric 
area and ended up buzzing the parking lot north to south at an impressive rate of speed and extremely low altitude. Part of 
the reason was that he was standing right at the pole fence and landing near himself when he got well behind the model, hit 
full throttle and lost positive control. The club officer said that the model cam extremely close to hitting a car or two. 
 

It should be noted that you should not stand and fly next to the pole fence, but walk well out into the heli/small electric field 
and stand within 40-50 feet of the heli takeoff pad. This will really help keep models out of the parking lot and improve 
safety.  
 

Later that same day, a large electric helicopter was flying from the helicopter area and was going past the runway on east 
and west runs while other aircraft were in the traffic pattern. This is an invitation to a midair collision. While there is no 
specific rule against doing this, it would be a very good idea to not have traffic from the runway area and the heli/small 
electric area overlap. Please keep an eye out for this situation when you fly from the area north of the parking lot and avoid 
it if at all possible. 
 

One other item: A club member recently observed a couple of jet model pilots, one turbine and one EDF, taxiing all the 
way back to the pits and ignoring the “Stop Engine” boundary on the taxiway. We really need everyone to obey this 
mandatory safety rule, regardless of what type of model is being operated. While some people might consider that this rule 
was more about safety issues from spinning props, there is much more to it than that. A running turbine model or EDF 
model could have an unexpected throttle excursion, just like a prop model, while headed back to the pits and do significant 
damage to people and property in the pit area. This is an easy rule for all to follow, so please help us get to where we 100% 
observance of this rule.  
 
Mel Wells Safety Coordinator 

 

Winter Float Fly: by Tom Blakeney 

Had a great time today at the Winter Float Fly today. Fourteen flyers braved the low temps, chance of rain and the wind 
and came out to fly. The rain never arrived and we flew until about 1pm. The Thunderbird Grill and crew made the trip to 
Camp Joy Park and served everyone some great burgers. It was great to see Roger (Hippy) Cirelli again after many years. 

Hippy owned a Hobby shop in Fort Worth and was a long time member of the FW Thunderbirds. 
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Members Projects: by Woody 
 
Electric airplanes have many positive attributes which draw more and more flyers to the “Dark” side as I have been told. 
One drawback is that electric planes, specifically warbirds, usually stay assembled and take up a fair amount space. Since 
my planes are encroaching the inside of our house I had to come up with a way to store them in a compact manner other 
than stacking them in a corner. That being said some shelving racks solved the problem. In addition to storing the planes it 
serves as a rack for my wings. 
The last photo is of Mel Well installing the rebar and concrete base for mounting the Thunderbirds Historical Field Plaque. 

 

 
 
The next photo is a home built plane by John George called the Boxjet. If you're wondering why it is called a "Boxjet" it's 
because the fuselage consists of three box-like sections, joined together. For the sake of simplicity, John made no attempt to 
disguise it's squareness other than using a splinter camo scheme. Consider it an "Ugly Stick" of EDF's. It has flown and 
John states it flies like a cross between a trainer a warbird. Last photo is Ken Knotts and his electric 60 sized Kaos. 

  
John’s Boxjet       Ken’s Electric Kaos   
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Modeling in Old Hollywood: by Joe Jopling

Reginald Denny was an early Hollywood actor who had an interest in modeling. He made his first movie in 1915 and his 

last (Batman) in 1966. He had a hobby shop in Hollywood and kitted a plane, the Dennyplane, powered by his engine, the 

Dennymite. He was into RC early and when the WWII started got a contract to build RC target airplanes

once at Fort Hood). His plant produced thousands of them

triangular steel tubing frame, covered with fabric.

was big and heavy—no lipos, nicads, transistors in1939. It was catapult launched, parachute retrieved. Denny would 

encourage the movie actors, directors, and all the hangers

Dennyplanes to them. One of the plant workers, Norma 

Dougherty was spotted and photographed by a studio staffer and later 

offered a modeling job. She did well after they changed her name to 

Marilyn Monroe.  

 
 
 

Fall Reading Material: by Chris Berardi 

I’ve picked up a couple of good books to read this past week. The first, a non
after it was first published in its native Brazil. Written by Paulo Coelho, the book is being read by everyone from high scho
students to motivational speakers. I’m a sucker for book covers and this one immediately drew my eye. Plus, bei
in the physics of things, the title “The Alchemist” pulled on my natural curiosity; so into my Costco cart it went. The book 
the story of Santiago, the shepherd who goes in search of his dreams and gold treasure 
are found closer to home. The novel is a short one and beautifully written, translated to 
English from Coelho’s native Portuguese. Containing elements of mysticism, adventure 
and spiritualism, there is something here to encourage all of us searc
dreams. 
The next book is something I picked up several years ago. In fact, I purchased two 
copies - one for my Dad and one for me. When he passed away I collected it from his 
library and it now sits on the shelf beside my copy. 
Titled “Beyond the Horizons,” it is the Lockheed story. Walter J. Boyne, the author, 
presented the book at a ceremony within Lockheed Martin when it was first published. 

He can’t look at it. 

by Joe Jopling 

Denny was an early Hollywood actor who had an interest in modeling. He made his first movie in 1915 and his 

last (Batman) in 1966. He had a hobby shop in Hollywood and kitted a plane, the Dennyplane, powered by his engine, the 

ly and when the WWII started got a contract to build RC target airplanes

). His plant produced thousands of them—so drones are nothing new. The fuselage was really ugly, a 

triangular steel tubing frame, covered with fabric. It was powered by a two cylinder engine with contra

no lipos, nicads, transistors in1939. It was catapult launched, parachute retrieved. Denny would 

encourage the movie actors, directors, and all the hangers-on to visit his plant and hobby shop, and he gave some of the 

One of the plant workers, Norma Jeane 

was spotted and photographed by a studio staffer and later 

offered a modeling job. She did well after they changed her name to 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’ve picked up a couple of good books to read this past week. The first, a non-aviation themed book, is now a 
after it was first published in its native Brazil. Written by Paulo Coelho, the book is being read by everyone from high scho
students to motivational speakers. I’m a sucker for book covers and this one immediately drew my eye. Plus, bei
in the physics of things, the title “The Alchemist” pulled on my natural curiosity; so into my Costco cart it went. The book 
the story of Santiago, the shepherd who goes in search of his dreams and gold treasure - only to find that treasur
are found closer to home. The novel is a short one and beautifully written, translated to 
English from Coelho’s native Portuguese. Containing elements of mysticism, adventure 
and spiritualism, there is something here to encourage all of us searching for our 

The next book is something I picked up several years ago. In fact, I purchased two 
one for my Dad and one for me. When he passed away I collected it from his 

library and it now sits on the shelf beside my copy.  
Titled “Beyond the Horizons,” it is the Lockheed story. Walter J. Boyne, the author, 
presented the book at a ceremony within Lockheed Martin when it was first published. 

Child actress Jane Withers with Dennyplane

Denny was an early Hollywood actor who had an interest in modeling. He made his first movie in 1915 and his 

last (Batman) in 1966. He had a hobby shop in Hollywood and kitted a plane, the Dennyplane, powered by his engine, the 

ly and when the WWII started got a contract to build RC target airplanes. (I shot at one 

so drones are nothing new. The fuselage was really ugly, a 

It was powered by a two cylinder engine with contra-rotating props. It 

no lipos, nicads, transistors in1939. It was catapult launched, parachute retrieved. Denny would 

t his plant and hobby shop, and he gave some of the 

aviation themed book, is now a classic 25 years 
after it was first published in its native Brazil. Written by Paulo Coelho, the book is being read by everyone from high school 
students to motivational speakers. I’m a sucker for book covers and this one immediately drew my eye. Plus, being interested 
in the physics of things, the title “The Alchemist” pulled on my natural curiosity; so into my Costco cart it went. The book is 

only to find that treasure and love 

Child actress Jane Withers with Dennyplane 
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It includes several plates of black and white pictures that chronicle the Loughhead brother’s aircraft from the beautiful 
Vega, through the awesome Constellation that my father crewed for Venezuelan Airlines, to the immense C-5; and many 
more. Many of you will know that Lockheed designers, Kelly Johnson and Willis Hawkins were behind many of the famous 
later designs - the book also contains narrative of the parts they played in engineering some of the most recognizable aircraft 
in aviation history. 
This 500+ page book is available in hardback and paperback from Amazon for a dollar plus shipping! What a read. 

 

Doodles 
 
A few years ago, Monty Smith would come over to my house 
to help with the newsletter stuffing - Yes, those were the bad 
old days when the newsletter was mailed to your door and 
somebody had to lick the stamps. A few times he presented 
me with a “doodle” drawn on the back of a napkin which I 
then scanned. I recently found a couple of them from a 
crashed hard drive that I had managed to rescue: I had tried 
with several devices to retrieve the contents of the disk but 
ended up returning them. The only one that worked was the 
Tripp-Lite USB 2.0 to SATA/IDE adapter. Anyway, a quick 
hello to Monty and wife Judy. I’m saving the other one for 
next month! 

 

 
AMA District VIII Vice President: by Woody 

 
Congratulations are in order for a local boy who done good. 
Lawrence Harville is our new District VIII VP. 
Lawrence is a long time scale builder and member of the 
Greater Southwest (GSW) modeling Club. He asked that I pass 
on his sincere thank you to all the folks that supported him in 
this election and for a nominal fee can be influenced (LOL). 
Congrats once again Lawrence. 
 
(That’s Lawrence on the right in the photo) 
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The Boeing B-17E Flying Fortress “Swamp Ghost  
 
In February 1942, after America's first heavy bomber 
offensive raid of World War II, a bullet-riddled U.S. B-17E 
bomber crash landed in a remote swamp in Papua New 
Guinea because it was running out of fuel. 

 
 
The crew of nine survived, and over the next six weeks, 
battled malaria and heat exhaustion to make their way to 
safety. But the Flying Fortress was left for lost for decades. 
The plane has a pretty incredible story, and getting it back to 
Hawaii was no small feat. 
  
After a half-century in the soggy marsh, this once-forgotten 
piece of history returned to its homeland in April 2013, and is 
sitting on display at Hawaii's Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl 
Harbor.  
 
It wasn't until 1972, three decades after its crash, that 
Australian soldiers spotted the partially submerged aircraft 
from a helicopter. They landed on one of its wings to 
investigate and found it "eerily untouched," according to 
John Darnton's article in Smithsonian magazine.  
  
"The machine guns were in place, fully loaded, and in the 
cabin there was a thermos with what used to be coffee inside," 
Darnton wrote. "Some claim there was even an ashtray with 
cigarette butts." Local press nicknamed the plane "Swamp 
Ghost." 
 
It took years of negotiations between the salvage team, led by 
former WWII bomber pilot and famed aircraft collector 
David C. Tallichet, and the Papua New Guinea government. 
Kenneth DeHoff, the Pacific Aviation Museum's executive 
director of operations, says it was well worth it, however, 
calling "Swamp Ghost" a national treasure."It’s one of those 
first-time original airplanes, if you will," he told The 
Huffington Post. "I’m just in awe." 

 
"Swamp Ghost" is arguably the world’s only intact and un-
retired World War II-era B-17E bomber, a "one-of-a-kind 
example of an aircraft that played an indispensable role in 
winning WWII," according to the Pacific Aviation Museum. 
And it is the only B-17 in the world that still bears its battle 
scars."This airplane was such a fortress," DeHoff said. "We 
counted 121 bullet holes in it."  

 
Pacific Aviation Museum Swamp Ghost 

 
As for the aircraft's original crew, they had one week of rest 
after their ordeal and then were reassigned to another 
bomber. They continued to fly for the rest of the war. 
According to Darnton, the plane's pilot, Capt. Frederick 
“Fred” C. Eaton, would often fly over the wreck and tell his 
new crew about how all nine men survived. 
  
Now, visitors can see the plane up-close in its original 
wreckage state with the Pacific Aviation Museum's special 
B-17E Swamp Ghost Tour. Consider this a must-do when 
visiting Hawaii.  
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THUNDERBIRD 2015 - 2016 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
November 21   Pylon Race      CD Gary James, Verne Bell 
November 28   Toy for Tots     Coordinator Steve Ehlers 
December 5  Thunderbird Christmas Party   Club Officers 

March 11 – 13 2016 SAE 
May 14 2016  Warbirds Over Lake Benbrook  Ed Kettler 
 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Tom Blakeney 

E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

               yahoo.com 

Vice President:  Verne Bell 
E-Mail: vernebbell2@aim.com 

 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 
E-Mail: tbirds197@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells               

E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

  
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 

 
 

 
 
 


